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Relief of Bookfellers and others, by vefting the
Copies of Printed Books in the Purchafers of {uch

Copies from Authors, or their Afligns, for a li-
mited Time.

- P ER EAD by an At made and paffed in the Preamble;
:if:g?ﬁ'?ﬁ: Eighth Year of the Reign of Her late Majefty
I e “‘m@v; Queen .4nne, intituled, ¢ An Act for the Encou-
-« ragement of Learning, by vefting the Copies of
PPt e Printed Books in the Authors or Purchafers of
*“ fuch Copies during the Times therein mentioned,” 1t was
(among(t other Things) enacted, that from and after the
Tenth Day of .Apri/, One thoufand feven hundred and ten,
the Authors of any Book or Books then printed, -who had

not transferred to any other the Copy or Copies of fuch
A Books,
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'Vooks, Share or Shares thereof, or the Bookféller or Book-
{ellers, Printer or Printers, or other Perfon or Perfons, whe

had purchafed or acquired the Copy or Copies of any Book
or Books in order to print or reprint the .fame, fhould have
the fole Liberty of printing fuch Book and Books for .the
Term of Twenty-one Years, to commence from the Tenth
Day of Apri, One thoufand {feven hundred and ten, and .no
longer :

dnd twberegag it hath been a prevailing Opinion with Book-
{fellers and others, that Authors and thewr Afligns had by

the Common Law, independantly of the faid Aft of Queen

Anne, the {ole Right of prinung and reprinting Copies of
their Works; and that the {faid A&t was not intended to take
away or abridge any fuch Right; and in confequence of this
Opmion, many of them have from time to time invefted
the Whole, or the greateft Part, of thenr Fortunes in the
Purchafe of fuch Copy Richts, on which ‘the Support of
them aipd their Famihies at this Tune doth 1 a great Meafure
depend

And tabereag 1t hath lately been adjudged in the Houle
of Lords, that no fuch Copy Right in Authors or thewr
Affigns doth exift at Common [baw ; 1 confequence whereof
Purchafers of fucn Copy Rights muft be great Sufterers by
thewr Mifapprehenfion of the Law in refpect thercof, and many
of them bkely to be mvolved in Ruin, wunlefs they {hall ob-
taun the Aiwd and Affittance or Parliament:

May 1t therefore pleafe Your moft Excellent MAJESTY,

That 1t may be ¢Enaded, and be it Enafied by the King's
moit [xcellent Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent

ot the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this

prefent Parhament afiembled, and by the Authority of the fame,
That from and after the Fourth Day of ‘faze One thoufand
feven hundred and {eventy-four, every Author of any Book
or Books already printed and publithed, who hath noét transferred
to any other the Copy Right of fuch Book or Books, or Share
or Shares thereof, and his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Af-
figns, or the Perfon or Perions, Bodies Politic or Corporate,
who hath or have purchafed, or otherwife acquired the Whole
Intereft of the Author in the Copy Right of any fuch Book or
Books, or any Share or Shares thercof, from the Author or

Authors
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Authors of the fame, or his, her, or their refpetive Executors,
Adminiftrators, or Affigns, in order to print or reprint the fame,
and the Executors, Admimftrators, and Afligns of {uch Purchafer
or Purchafers refpettively, fhall have the fole and exclufive Right
and Liberty of printing {fuch Book or Books for the Term of
Fourtcen Years to commence from the faid Fourth Day of Fune,
and no longer; and that if any other Bookitller, Printer, or Per-
fon whatfoever, from and after the {faid Fourth Day of Fune,
within the Time granted and himited by this At as atorefud, {hail
print, reprint, or mmport, or caufe to be printed, reprinted, or
imported any fuch Book or Books, without the Confent of the
Proprictor or Proprietors thereof refpectively firft had and ob-
tamed in Writing, figned 1n the Prefence of Two or morce
credible Witnefles, or, knowing the {ame to be {o printed or
reprinted without the Confent of the Proprietor or Proprictors
thercof refpectively, fhall f{ell, publifh, or cxpofe to Sale, or
caufe to be fold, publithed, or expofed to Sale any fuch Book
or Books without fuch Confent firit had and obtained as afore-
faud, then fuch Offender or Offtenders fhall forfeit fuch Book or
Books, and all and every Sheet and Shects being Part of fuch
Book or Books, to the Proprietor or Proprictors of the Copy
Jight thereot refpectively, who fhall forthwith damafk and
make Wafte Paper of the {famc ; and further, that all and every
{uch Offender and Offenders as aforefaid, {hall forfeit Ten Pounds
tor every Book which fhall be found 1n his, her, or their Cuftody,
either printed or printing, publifhed, or cxpofed to Sale contrary
to the true Intent and Meaning of this Att; One Moiety thereot
to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, His Heirs and Succefiors,
and the other Moiety thercof to any Perfon or Perfons that
{thall fuc for the fame; to be recovered in any of His Majelty's
Courts of Record at Weftnunfler, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint,
or Information, in which no Wager of Law, Effoign, Privilege,
or Proteltion, or more than One Imparlance thall be allowed.

Ant twhereag many Perfons may through Ignorance oftend
agamnit this Act, unlefs fome Provifion be made, whereby the
Property i every fuch Book as i1s intended by this Act to be
{ecured to the Proprietor or Proprietors thereof may be afcer-
tained and known, B¢ it therefore further Enafted by the
Authority aforefaid, That nothing i this AcCt contained fhall
be conftrued to extend to {fubjet any Bookfeller, Printer, or
other Perfon whatfoever to the Forfeitures or Penalties herein
mentioned, for or by reafon of the Printing or Reprinting any

Book or Books without fuch Confent as aforefaid, unlefs the
Title
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Title to' the Copy of fuch Book or Books thall, on or before the
Twenty-ninth Day of September, One thoufand feven hundred

“and feventy-four, be entered. into the Regifter-Book of the Com-
-pany of Stationers kept for that Purpole, in fuch Manner as hath
-been ufual; for every. of which feveral Entries {o to be made as
-aforefaid, the Sum of Two Shillings and Sixpence.{hall be paid,
-and no more ;  which faid Regifter-Book may at all feafonable and
-convenient Times be referred to and infpeted by any Bookfeller,

Printer, or other Perfons for the Purpofes before mentioned,

“without any Fee or Reward ; and the Clerk of the faid Com-
pany of Stationers thall, when and as often as thereunto required,

give a Certificate under his Hand of fuch Entry or Entries, and
tor every fuch Certificate may take a I'ee, not exceeding Sixpence.

And be if furtber Enaften, That if the Clerk of the fuid
Company of Stationers for the time being fhall refufe or neglect

to regifter or make fuch Entry or Entries, or to give fuch Cer-
tificate, being thereunto required by the Proprietor of fuch Copy
or Copies 1n the Prefence of Two or more credible Witnefies.;
then {uch Proprictor (Notice being firlt duly given of fuch
Refufal by an Avertifement in the Gazette) fhall have the like
Benefit as if fuch Entry or Entries, Certificate or Certificates
had been duly made and given ; and the Clerk {o refufing {hall
tor every fuch Offence forfeit to the Proprietor or Proprictors of
fuch Copy or Copies the Sum of T'wenty Pounds, to be recovered
i any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at W efimmfter, by
Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, i which no
Wager of Law, Effoign, Privilege, Protection, or more than
One Imparlance fhall be allowed.

JPwviDed alwarg, and it is hereby Enafted, That Ten

Copies, upon the beft Paper, of every Book, Volume or Volumes
that, from and after the Fourth Day of TFurze, One thoufand
feven hundred and feventy-four, fhall be reprinted and publithed
under this A¢t, and which fthall not have been entered, and of
which a Copy or Copies fhall not have been oiven before, fhall,
by the Proprictor, Bookfeller, or Printer or Printers therecof, be
delivered to the Warehoufe Keeper of the faid Company of Srz-
zwoners for the time being, at the ilall of the faid Company, before
fuch Publication made, for the Ufe of the Royal Library,
the Libraries of the Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, the
Library of the Britifb Mujienrz, the Libraries of the Four
Unwerfities of Scotland, the Library of Sion College 10 London,
and the Library common!y called, 77 Library belonging to the

Faculty
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Faculty of Advocates ar Edinburgh, refpectively ; which faid Ware-
houfe Keeper 1s hereby required, to receive thc fame into the
Warehoufe of the faid Company, and within Seven Days after
{fuch Delivery to give Notice in Writing of the Title, and De-
hvery of fuch Book, Volume or Volumes, to the feveral Agents
-of the Keepers.of ‘the faid feveral Libraries refpectively, in cale
there fhall be any fuch Agents refident within the Bills of Mor-
tality, whofe Appointment and Place of Abode hath been notified
to the :faid Warehoufe Keeper; and alfo within Ten Days

after Demand by the Keepers of the faid refpeltive Libraries,.

-or any Perfon or Perfons by them or any of them authorized
to demand fuch Copies, to deliver the fame for the Ufe of the
aforefaid Libraries refpectively; and if any Proprietor, Book-
feller, or Printer, or the Warehoufe Keeper of the faid Com-
pany of Szatwners for the time :bemng, fhall not obferve the
Diretion of this A¢t therein, that then he or they {o making
Default .in delivering the faid printed Copies as aforefaid, fhall
forfeit .the Sum of Five Pounds for every Copy not fo deli-
vered, and alfo the Value of the faid Printed Copies not fo
~delivered ; the fame to be recovered by the King's Majefty, His
Heirs and Succeflors, and by the Chancellor, Mafters, and
Scholars of any of the faid Univerfities, and by the Principal
of ‘the. Britifh Mufeewm, and by the Prefident and Fellows of Sz
Gollege, and the {aid Faculty of Advocates at Edmburgh, with
their Full Cofts refpeltively.

1P00ide0 alfo, and be it further ¢naced, That nothing n
this A&t contained fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to prevent

any Perfon or-Perfons from {felling fuch Impreflions or Copies
of any Book or Books as fhall have been actually printed and
publifhed before the Pafling of this A&, and mught have been
Tlawfully fold by fuch Perfon or Perfons in cafe this Act had not
been made ; and alfo, that nothing herein contained fhall extend
or be conftrued to deprive any Author or Authors, who fhall
not before the Pafling of this Act have fold, or for a valuabic
Confideration difpofed of, or by Writing fhall have given his,
her, or their whole Right or Intereft in or to the Copy or
Copies of any Book or Books fo printed and publithed as atore-
faid, to the Printers or Publifhers thereof refpectively, of any
Right or Intereft in or to fuch Copy or Copies, or the fole and
exclufive Power of reprinting and publifhing the fame, wh:ch he,
fhe, or they had or was or were intitled to before the Palling
of .this Act, or might or ought to have had and enjoyed 1n cale

this A€t had not been made.
ana
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ang he it furthber Enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That
if any Altion or Suit fhall be commenced or brought againft

any Pcrfon or Perfons whatfeever for doing or caufing to be

done any Thing in purfuance of this Act, the Defendants in
fuch Action may plead the General Iffue, and give the Special
Matter 1n Evidence; and if upon {uch Action a Verdict
be given for the Defendant, or the Plaintiff become Nonfuited,
and difcontinue his Action, then the Pefendant {hall have and
recover his Full Cofts, for which he fhall have the fame
Remedy as a Defendant in any Cafe by Law hath.

19100i0eD alwayg, and be it further Enafed, That nothing
in this Act contammed fhall extend, or be conitrued to extend

to prejudice any Right, that the Univerfities of Oxford and

Cambridge 1 that Part of Great DBritain called England, or
the Four Univerfities in that Part of Girear Britain: called

Scotland, or any of them, havec or claim to have to the Printing
or Reprinting of any Book or Books already prmted, or here-
aftcr to be printed.

Pouined alivayg, and be it further Cnafied, That if any
Perfon or Perfons thall mcur any of the Penalties contained

in this Act in that Part of this Kingdom called Scorlend, the
Penalty or Penaities, in any fuch Cale, fhall be recoverable by
any Action before the Court of Seflions 1n Scot/and.

Ano be it further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That
this Act fhall be adjudged, deemed, and taken to be a pub-

lick Act, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as fuch by

all Judges, Juftices, and other Perfons whatloever, without
fpecially pleading the fame, -
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